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During my study leave this last month at the West Coast Presbyterian Pastors’ Conference | learned about
the work of the Early Church from Dr. Jerry Sitser, a professor of Church history at Whitworth College. He
introduced us to the ‘catechism’ (training course) used in the early years of Christianity to prepare new believers
to become disciples of Jesus Christ.

These Christians lived in a difficult environment: the Roman government was hostile to them and so were
the Jews. Christians were persecuted by a variety of the emperors over three centuries. The Jews joined that
hostility. Both groups considered Christians to be ‘atheists’ because they didn’t believe in the many gods of their
Greco-Roman neighbors, nor did they hold to the strict Jewish God of the Old Testament who was known to them
as a holy God with obedience as their means to relate to Him. To both groups they were considered a danger to
be removed quickly and completely.

Soon the Christians began to consider themselves members of a ‘Third Race.” They neither believed in a
plethora of gods nor in the one God found in only one form, they knew Jesus Christ, God’s Son had come to find,
to rescue, and to journey with them.

So the question arose, how does one live as a believer in a world which is alien to the concept of a loving,
merciful, and yet holy God? Over several centuries training methods were developed to instruct people in their
faith, their behavior, and their understanding of their responsibility to the new community to which they belonged.
In other words they were taught how

to BELIEVE to BEHAVE to BELONG
This worked so very well that those early, persecuted Christians ‘out-lived, out-loved, and out-died’ their
neighbors in such a powerful manner they changed history forever.

Although the country in which we live is not persecuting us, in many ways our culture is. Greed is not only
rampant and the effects of that upon the weak and the poor among us appalling, there is great admiration for those
who accumulate enormous amounts of money and possessions. Giving to others, living unselfishly, dying so
another might have a better life is incomprehensible!

Our children are becoming increasingly self-centered: ‘what I think, what I want’ is the mantra by which they live.
We Christians are considered fools! To help us become clearer of our lives as members of a ‘Third Race’ I have
included here a description of Christians in the second century

“Christians are not distinguished from other men by country, language, nor by the customs which they observe.
They do not inhabit cities of their own, use a particular way of speaking, nor lead a life marked out by any
curiosity. They live in their own countries, but they do so as those who are just passing through. They love all
men and are persecuted by all. They are poor, yet make many rich. They lack everything, yet they overflow in
everything. They are dishonored, and yet in their very dishonor they are glorified; they are reviled but blessed,;
they are insulted and repay the insult with honor; they do good, yet are punished as evildoers; when punished, they
rejoice as if raised from the dead. They are assailed by the Jews as barbarians; they are persecuted by the Greeks;
yet those who hate them are unable to give any reason for their hatred.”

1 think these early sisters and brothers sound like wonderful people...and we can be like them and bless our
world as they blessed and changed it so completely! Let us begin believing, behaving, and belonging in such
blessed ways through the power of the Holy Spirit as well.

Pastor Nancy Moore
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

The stewardship committee has been very busy with their various responsibilities. These responsibilities
include finance, personnel and building and grounds. The finances, including operations and special funds are
reviewed every month to make sure our expenses do not exceed our income or to determine if some action
should be taken to increase income or cut spending in some way.

Our personnel committee includes hiring staff or contractors to support our church.

We also evaluate personnel working for Shepherd of the Valley. We are currently interviewing for a potential
intern for our youth ministry. Interviewers include chairpersons of the various committee. This person will
have other duties other than youth as seen necessary by our pastors.

Building and Grounds is a big responsibility as our facilities must be kept clean and presentable to the
public. There seems to be something always needing repair. We have a good work party the first Saturday of
each month headed by Jeff Crandell. We ask all of you to come out and lend a hand with the work party. We
have great fellowship and sometimes we have a breakfast or lunch. There is always work to be done.
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Sermon Reflection -Thy Kingdom Come
Eloisa San Miguel

Reverend Moore’s message last Sunday, May 29" struck me as giving directions that would lead
to a pathway to the coming Kingdom of God. At first, it seemed like it was an arduous and difficult
journey, yet as she went on, it could be a simple task. i.e. we don’t need to be the best in our profession to
preach the good news, nor possess a nice and clean home to invite people to share the news of God’s
kingdom. The humility and sincerity of our hearts and spirit will be the shining star that would lead
people to anticipate the Kingdom of God, our Father.
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MANDARIN GROUP RETREAT

The Mandarin group spent three days in retreat at Lake Arrowhead May 13 to 15. The theme of the
discussion was ‘How to pray and to communicate with God’. The participants enjoyed this retreat and felt it
had enriched their spiritual life with the Lord.

We are grateful for Pastor Nancy and Stan Moore who allowed us to use their vacation home. Itis a
beautiful house atop the mountain surrounded by pine trees. It attracted many Blue Jays coming from southern
Canada. We are so excited and appreciative of nature and the creations made by God. We talked and shared
about the topic of ‘prayer’. Sister Liu Hui Shia shared with us her experience of urgent prayer. Brother Ma
suggested that prayer can be combined with the Bible. Prayer and reading the Bible are necessary for his daily
devotion life. God will respond to our prayer by the Bible; besides we will be filled with joy and walking on
the right path of the Lord. Pastor Peng advised us to pray with our heart and spirit. Usually prayer contains
‘Adoration’, ‘thanksgiving’, ‘confession’ and ‘supplication’ to the Lord. It is an intimate and private
communication between God and us, so we can feel free to say anything to the Lord without worry about an
audience. The meeting ended at three in the afternoon of May 15.
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Praise Dance

The praise dancers delighted the audience at the International Festival performance. According to
Elaine Wang praise dancing is more than exercise and beautiful movement; it is worship. Each
dance is performed from and through the Word of God, bringing that Word others, opening another
way for them to ‘see’ God in His glory.

It is little wonder that praise dancing refreshes not only the audience but those dancing. It brings
health, energy, and strength to face the ongoing struggles of life. Since the dancers are expressing
praise to Almighty God, the one who created us and sustains us by his Spirit, they can feel the
presence of God bringing gifts for living in peace and joy.

Anyone who enjoyed the praise dancing and has a desire to dance is invited to join the class here
at Shepherd of the Valley church Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 — 10:00 AM. There are no
poor dancers here, just people rejoicing in the praise of God.

“We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God. God will be constantly crossing our paths and
canceling our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
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_Family Matters

*xFxxxxEx  \We are family in Christ.
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Church Work Day
Saturday, June 4th —9:00 A.M.

Let's have a good turn out and get
things all cleaned up, repaired, etc.
Jeff will have a lot of works for us to
do! It will be a great time for
fellowship while getting much needed
things done

It’s Father’s Day!

June 19" is Father's Day. To all
fathers and our Heavenly Father,
Happy Father’s Day!
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Preschool News
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Some people think of June as the month for brides, but for us it is the end of one school year and
the beginning of summer. We are ending our Fall Session on Friday, June 10™. Each of our
classrooms will be having end of the year celebrations with lots of activities and a potluck lunch. The
Prekindergarten will have a promotion celebration with their parents and other family members. This
is a day of mixed emotions as we rejoice in the children’s accomplishments and then say goodbye to
children and families that have been with us for three years.

Then on Monday, June 13", we jump right into our Summer Session. The children will be
changing classrooms as they move up to the next older group and new children will be joining them.
What a blessing these children are, not only to their families, but also to those of us who get to share
in their growth and development.

May God bless you and yours.
Yours in Christ,

Carol Ridings
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 5:30 a.m.
Praise Dance Praise Dance Mandarin Fellowship Korean Prayer MEe
E e E e 7:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m.
2" Service Bible Study | Church Work Day
7:30 p.m. (A105) BiE HYERA
Korean Prayer Meeting 3:00-5:30 p.m.
Korean Youth Band
Worship Services 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:00 a.m. Mandarin 7:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 5:30 a.m.
g%g a.m. Eng:lsﬂ choir Half Step Chorus Joy Chorus(A105) Praise Dance Praise Dance Mandarin Fellowship Korean Prayer Meeting
:30 a.m. Englis 7:30 3 - . 3:00-5:30 p.m
> . :30 p.m. EE3) ST 7:30 p.m. : U p.m.
11:00 a.m. Taiwanese E 7~ 7~ nd . . Korean Youth Band
1:00 p.m. Korean Pr_a)_/er_andlor 2 Eerwce Bible Study
Visitation 7:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. (A105) B
L BRESS All C_ommittees Korean Prayer Meeting
Meetings
3
Worship Services 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:00 a.m. Mandarin 7:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 5:30 a.m.
g%g a.m. Eng:lsﬂ choir Half Step Chorus Joy Chorus(A105) Praise Dance Praise Dance Mandarin Fellowship Korean Prayer Meeting
:30 a.m. Englis 7:30 EEX) - . 3:00-5:30 p.m
i . :30 p.m. i £ = 2 7:30 p.m. : U p.m.
~LI L [Dissae Rl Prayer and/or mXR 2" Service Bible Study | Korean Youth Band
11:00 a.m. Taiwanese Al - 10:00 1:00
1:00 p.m. Korean Visitation 7:30 p.m. (AL05) ey : a.m.-1:00 p.m.
s RS Korean Prayer Meeting Talwanes_e Women
Fellowship
Worship Services 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:00 a.m. Mandarin 7:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 5:30 a.m.
8:15a.m. Eng:lsE choir Half Step Chorus Joy Chorus(A105) Praise Dance Praise Dance Mandarin Fellowship Korean Prayer Meeting
9:30 a.m. Englis| 7:30 = = - . 3:00-5:30 p.-m
. :30 p.m. EER EES 7:30 p.m. : 25U p.m.
11:00 a.m. Taiwanese nd : ; Korean Youth Band
1:00 p.m. Korean Pr.a)./er'and/or 2" Service Bible Study
Visitation 7:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. (A105) BR
L BRIREh Session Meeting Korean Prayer Meeting
e
Worship Services 26 27 28 29 30
8:00 a.m. Mandarin 7:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m.
8:15a.m. Eng:isﬂ choir Half Step Chorus Joy Chorus(A105) Praise Dance Praise Dance
9:30 a.m. Englis| 7- E e e 10
11:00 a.m. Taiwanese P.30 p.m.d/ £ eSS
1:00 p.m. Korean r'a)_/er_an or
Visitation

1:00 p.m. Joint Meeting of Session

and the Board of Deacons
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7:30 p.m. (A105)
Korean Prayer Meeting






